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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT UR 

SUBJECT: ART EXHIBIT AFFAIR: FIRST SECRETARY OF CHEREMU SHKINSKIY 
RAYON FIRED 

1. MOSCOW EVENING NEWSPAPER VECHERNYAYA MOSKVA OF 
OCTOBER 9 REPORTED THAT B. N. CHAPLIN WAS RELIEVED AS 
FIRST SECRETARY OF CHEREMUSHKINSKIY RAYON PARTY COMMITEE 
OF MOSCOW CITY AT OCTOBER 8 PLENUM "IN CONNECTION WITH 
TRANSFER TO OTHER WORK." CHEREMUSHKINSKIY RAYON IN- 
CLUDES SITE OF FIRST UNOFFICIAL ART EXHIBIT BROKEN UP 

BY MILITIA ON SEPTEMBER 15. CHAPLIN WAS ELECTED RAYON 
FIRST SECRETARY ON FEBRUARY 15, 1974, BUT EARLIER 
SERVICE RECORD OF CHAPLIN NOT AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY. 

2. COMMENT: IT SEEMS PROBABLE THAT CHAPLIN S REMOVAL IS 
CONNECTED WITH ABORTING OF FIRST ART EXHIBIT. (SOVIET 
SOURCES ARE SPREADING THIS VERSION TO WESTERN NEWSMEN.) 

SOME ARTISTS HAVE ALSO MENTIONED THAT MOSCOW CITY PARTY 
COMMITTEE SECRETARY V. N. YAGODKIN, IN CHARGE OF 
IDEOLOGY, WAS INVOVLED, BUT AT THIS POINT, CHAPLIN IS 
BEING MADE THE SCAPEGOAT. CHAPLIN'S REMOVAL IS IMPLICIT 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF ERROR OF INITIAL DECISION TO BREAK UP 
EXHIBIT. 
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